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precise mode of revelation through the tattvas in relation
to the ^.

We may explain how the soul knows, through an analogy
of the eye seeing objects. Light is necessary in order that
the eye may see the objects- Now the question arises, how
does the light help the eye? Does it help by externally
revealing the objects of tne eye ? or, does it help  by
pervading and manifesting light to the eye ? The answer is
that light helps in both ways. It aids the eye by dispelling
dcrkness that covers the objects- It also interpenetrate the
eyelight and helps it to see the objects. Eyelight in the
absence of light would still not be able to pierce the
darkness that encircles the distant object- This implies that
light must help externally also apart form manifesting light
internally so that the objects may be seen. Though these
two functions are factually simultaneous^ we can however
distinguish the one from the other. Therefore Umapati says
that the individual has knowledge but only by the grace
of God. Umapati follows in this respect Meykandar's phrase
"kdn^ uJfattaik k^nd^ kaUaUn* Sivajudna Bodham and Aru.^nan"
di's "fmrnniyavellaw uimnru unarUuvan" Sivajnwa Siddtziycbr
4. 8). Umapati sums up the whole argument in a small
sentence.18 Umapati means by Grace, the help of seeing
(kan^rn upakdram) that aids individual's knowledge by know-
ing 'with' it In order that knowledge may be understanda-
ble, it needs to be externalised so that it may result in
the revelation of abjects.

Regarding the  help of showing (kWum upak^ram)
Umapati Sivam says that Divine Grece operates through the
media of word and through it of the tattvas. The five Siva
tattvas work through the media of word and seven vidya
and twenty four^^a tattvas. Before the functioning of vdk
and tattvas, the individual's cognitive and practical potenti-
alities are obscured by impurity and the individual gets